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Nleuwoudtwlle
WILD FLOWER CENTRAL, AND MORE

It's most definitely not a city; it's too small to be called a town, and labelling it a village is even a push.

Words and photos by Mark Samuel

Nieuwoudtville is a small hamlet, but there are some big reasons why you should pay it a visit. With caravan in

tow behind our Toyota Fortuner, we steered north to explore this Northern Cape nook.

riving up to Nieuwoudtville from Cape Town, outside
of the famed spring flower season, [ was admittedly a
bit hesitant about how was I going to fill my week-long
stay with interesting activities. After all, some maps of South
Africa even neglect to identify this tiny dorpie’s location, so 1
presumed there wasn't a whole lot to see other than flowers.
But this little hamlet is certainly there, right on the edge of the
Northern Cape, perched on the Bokkeveld Plateau and separated
from the barren Knersvlakte below in the Western Cape by the
Bokkeveld Mountains and the towering Van Rhyn's Pass. The
Bokkeveld, Boesmanland, Hantam and Knersvlakte regions
all converge near Nieuwoudtville, providing it with a wealth of
diverse attractions and reasons to visit.
Nieuwoudtville’s geographical position makes it somewhat
unique; it sits slap bang in a vegetation type transition zone
that includes fynbos of the Cape Floral Kingdom and plants of
the Succulent Karoo. By those in the know, it’s referred to as a
biodiversity hotspot; it has one of the highest concentrations
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of geophytes in the world - a plant group that includes bulbs.
And what’s the big deal about bulbs, some of you are probably
wondering? Well, during peak flowering season, which most
often is during late August and into September, your mind will
boggle at the spectrum of colour that graces the town, roadsides
and surrounding farmlands — and all because of the flowering
bulb species. But as I said earlier, my visit didn’t coincide with the
flowers, and I'lL fill vou in on why you shouldn’t only stop over at
Nieuwoudtville during spring.

Local history

Nieuwoudtville was founded in 1897, but for
centuries prior to that the area was inhabited by Khoi
people. Evidence of this is revealed by ancient local
rock art that has been discovered throughout the
district, which suggests that early Khoi communities
thrived in the area, living off the extensive herds of
game that once roamed the Bokkeveld plains.







